
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
Embargo until 12:30 p.m., September 17  

 
 

The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation celebrates engagement in public issues of 
importance to Canadians  
Five researchers in the social sciences and humanities will share $1 million in awards  
 
Montreal, 17 September 2015 – The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation congratulates this year’s recipients 
of its prestigious research fellowships. These fellowships recognize public intellectuals in the humanities 
and social sciences who venture beyond the boundaries of their disciplines to find new solutions to 
complex issues of major importance to Canadians. The five new fellows appointed this year conduct 
research on assisted suicide, Arab-Canadian youth, Canada’s relationship with the Indo-Pacific, justice as 
applied by armed rebels, and ethnobotany in support of Indigenous land claims. In addition to receiving a 
total of $225,000 over the next three years, each new fellow will enjoy unique access to the rich 
intellectual network of researchers and practitioners who have joined the Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation 
community before them – 58 fellows, 106 mentors, and 187 doctoral scholars over the past 13 years. 
 
In announcing this year’s fellowships, Morris Rosenberg, the Foundation’s president and CEO, said: “The 
five 2015 Trudeau fellows work on issues that are fundamental for our society. Their research will help 
advance Canadian public policy by educating the public and stimulating evidence-based debate.” 
 
The 2015 Trudeau Fellows 
 

 Jocelyn Downie, Faculty of Law and Medicine, Dalhousie University (Nova Scotia) – A specialist in 
the legal issues surrounding medically assisted dying, Professor Downie will involve the full spectrum 
of stakeholders to advance law and policy on palliative care, end-of-life treatments, voluntary 
euthanasia, and assisted suicide.  
 

 Bessma Momani, Department of Political Science, University of Waterloo (Ontario) – Professor 
Momani’s research and intervention will inform public policy about ways to promote responsible 
citizenship among Arab-Canadian youth and engage them as citizens within a healthy multicultural 
society.  
 

 Cleo Paskal, Visiting Fellow at the Montreal Centre for International Studies, Université de Montréal 
(Quebec) – Ms. Paskal will research the forces rebalancing power from the West to the East on the 
world stage and suggest how political, economic, and environmental changes in the Indo-Pacific might 
shape Canadian foreign policy in that part of the world.  
 

 René Provost, Faculty of Law, McGill University (Quebec) – Professor Provost’s research will explore 
the possibility of engaging with armed, non-state groups in conflict areas with a view to enlisting 
minimal respect for the standards of international humanitarian law.  
 

 Nancy Turner, Environmental Studies, University of Victoria (British Columbia) – A specialist in 
ethnobotany and ethnoecology, Professor Turner will examine how research in her area of expertise 
can support the rights of Indigenous peoples in British Columbia and elsewhere with respect to land 
occupancy and ancestral treaties.  

 
 



 2 

About the Trudeau Fellowships 
 
The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation fellowships were established in 2003 to encourage original 
initiatives and innovative projects that would not necessarily receive support through traditional funding 
mechanisms. Nominated by their peers and selected by an independent panel, Trudeau fellows come 
from all disciplines of the humanities and social sciences, and their research deals with one or more of the 
Foundation’s four key themes. Each fellow proposes a collaborative project in which other Foundation 
fellows, mentors, and scholars participate. The call for nominations for the 2016 fellowships is open until 
27 November 2015 for regular fellowship candidates and until 11 December 2015 for candidates for a 
visiting fellowship.  
 
About the Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation  
 
The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation is an independent and non-partisan charity established in 2001 as a 
living memorial to the former prime minister by his family, friends, and colleagues. In 2002, with the 
support of the House of Commons, the Government of Canada endowed the Foundation with the 
Advanced Research in the Humanities and Human Sciences Fund. The Foundation also benefits from 
private donations. By granting doctoral scholarships, awarding fellowships, appointing mentors, and 
holding public events, the Foundation encourages critical reflection and action in four areas important to 
Canadians: human rights and dignity, responsible citizenship, Canada’s role in the world, and people and 
their natural environment. 
 
For more information, visit www.trudeaufoundation.ca 
Follow us on Twitter @F_Trudeau_F, #TrudeauFellows, Facebook and LinkedIn.  
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To know more about the fellows (Trudeau project, biography) 
 
To download the fellows photos (photo credit: Kandise Brown/Trudeau Foundation): Jocelyn Downie, 
Bessma Momani, Cleo Paskal, René Posvost, Nancy Turner  
 
The fellows are available for interviews.  
They will be in Montreal on 17 September 2015.  
 
 
 
Source and information: 
 
Gwenola Appéré 
Communications and Marketing Advisor 
The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation 
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appere@trudeaufoundation.ca  
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